THE MILLS OF WAYNE " COUNTY by WILLIAM 0. WISSLER June 19, 1912

The first !rist—mill in Wayne County was built on Elkhorn Creek about one

mile above its mouth by Charles Hunt and his sons and put in operation in the

" autumn of 1806, It was a bub-mill, covered by planting poles in the ground with
forked at the upper ends to receive poled on which other poles called ribs were
placed. On these clapboards were laid for the roof, and weight-poles were

placed on these to hold them in position. This sheltered the hopper very well
in dry weather. He afterward built another mill on the same site.

James and John Endsley built a saw-mill on the site of the Hunt mill in
1847 on the farm now owned by John Endsley, Jr., who tore it down in 1881. The
machinery was taken to Green's Fork. It was a modern circle-saw mill and as
the water supply was insufficient for power, an engine was installed in 1855,

Jesse Davenport built a grist-mill on the falls of Elkhorn Creek in 1817.
A few years later he added a saw-mill. One of the first oil-mills of the
county was also operated here. All were run by water power. The mill was re-
built by Addington and Brown in 1859 and known as "Relief Mills", Samuel S,
Brovm, Wm. A. Elmore and John Wolfe were later proprietors. It then had both
water and steam power. G. W. Ferguson and John Wolfe operated it until 1903
and Cyrus Cable continued it until 1909, It is now owned by the C. & 0. R. R.
Co. and they will make use of the water power,

Ahhalf-mile below, on Elkhorn, there was a carding-machine and a wollen-
factory, and later a saw-mill was added. A man by the name of Wilcoxen may have
built it about 1825, These were in operation a long time. The power was
furnished by a tributary to Elkhorn. /

James L. Harris built a saw-mill a half mile north of Boston. Wm. Coy
owned it many years, and at one time the boiler exploded killing one man, He
installed a new boiler and continued the business until he sold it to H. E.
Williams in 1908, Mr Williams installed a new engine in 1912,

Eliphslet Stanley built a steam saw-mill at Boston in 1837. He soon sold it to
Jacob Fisher-and Wm. Fouts., Smith Rader and others were later OWNers,

The first sorghum-mill was built in 1857 by John Sedgewick and John Endsley,
Sr., on the Liverty Pike, run by horse power,

In 1866 John Conley built & sorghum-mill near Boston. Tt had a capacity
of one hundred gallons per day. About 1,000 gallons were made each season,

James L Hains built a Steam saw-mill one-half mile north of Boston in 1866,
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The Best Equipnf‘tent Available
Used at Elkhorn Roller Mills
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The Elkhorn Ml

Directly southeast of the KElk-
{horn falls, three and one half miles
from Richmond on the Boston
[pike, a mill site was occupied con-
-‘timmusi_v from 1810 to 1903. The
early history is not available until
{1860 when records show this mill
building shown in picture 'was
erected and operated by Clayton
Brown and Bishop Addington. The
|pictures and the material were
‘supplied by Mrs. Grace Klemann,
1104 South Twenty-first street. Mrs.
{Klemann said:

In 1861, my father, John E.
‘Wolfe, hegan serving an appren-
‘ticeship to the miller's trade with
\these men. Mr. Wolfe purchased a
‘one third interest in the mill in
!1871 and ran it in partnership
lwith Messrs, Brown and Elmore
for two years.

Then in 1873 a partnership was
formed between Mr. Wolfe and
Clement W, Ferguson, then the
Ipresident of the First National
{bank here, leaving the operation
of the mill to Mr. Wolfe. He was
{determined to keep it modern and
yas well cquipped for work as any
fof Its size in the state. The com-
{plete roller process and the best
'modern machinery to be obtained
{at that time was in use. The mill
thad a capacity of 50 harrels of
Hlour per day and Richmond and

[

ke il il ..Q)J

John E. Wolfe

BT DIV

~

about 1808 or 1900. The office with

favorite loafing place for the com-
munity, especially during winter
when farmers had time to spend
leisurely.

Mr. Wolfe sold the mill in 1903
and retlred. ‘The mlil stones seen

iwheel in a deep pit underneath the
imill, which was used when a
plentiful « nupply of water was avail-
ah o srwise the steam engine
fuinish the power.

{ He did a big farm fecd businesa,
puch as pran and middlings, and
ground corn for farmera for about

Mills was Frank Ray, father of
the first Richmond man- killed in
the First World war, Harry Ray,

1)

here was named.

-Carl Stigleman, first miller at
the Richmond Roller mills, learned
his trade from his uncle, John B,

its large cannon stove, provided a

neighboring ﬂ'm:lll towns con-|in the Wayne County museum
sumed the r~_n1.1rr" output, . |grounds were used in the mill,
About 1895 he installed a water Among the engineers of Ellchorn ||

In whose héonor the Leglon post

. 4 2 maw, s omreed -

P. O. box No. 22 and taken out
by the driver of the mill wagon,
which was drawn by a span of
mules. y

The residence of Fred Gennetf is
now located on the old mill prop-
erty on-.a knoll, facing Elkhorn
creelk and the falls,

Mr. Wolfe and his family resided
in a home just east of the mill,
known then as “Cedar Hill." Upon
Mr. Wolfe's death this home was
purchased by his son, the late “W.
Clem Wolfe.

It 1s upon this property that a
test oil well is belng drilled at
present, - i

Mr. Wolfe was the grandfather
of John ¥. Klemann, foreman at
the National Automatic Tool com-
pany, Robert C., in the U, 8. Alrj
forces, and Miss Elizabeth Kle-
mann. ;
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12-mile radius south, southeast, | Wolfe.
mnd southwest of the mill In tHose days before rural mall i
b Y Ty e TT] - .91

P maaner ~f tha
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& Mrs. Naney A. E
17th street, is now in her elghty-sec-
fnml year. She Wis porn in Boston
| township, near the Elkhorn, on the
| oth of Nov ember, 1820, rﬂm' parents,
Jesse and Rebhecca Deavenport, came
1 to this county at 2 very early day, and
entered the jand where the old Llhot\
4 mill slte now {s, and Mr. ])mveupnrt
& there erected the frst mill in that part 'imen
@ of the county. O his horses get
. ting lost, he went in gearch and (‘nmc-\
i® upon the Elkhorn Falls, where the
8 Wwolfe mill now is, and peheld them,
probably the first time they had bee n\
geen by any white man. e Wwas
struck by the scene and upon return
ing home took measures to enter the | tan
land about the falls, which he did in o
hort time after, and moved hig mill
and residence to that place.
t his wife reated family of
ehildren, of whom Nancy

Gorsde-fer o Py

vans, of 17 Bouth

“enth
much

ton,

d

Sketch of a Ploneer.

¥y oungest.

niu‘es who are

Mrs. Evans nmu‘iod in the
to Dr. D
medicine for many years in Boston
and was a gergeant in the
t In the Civil War. !

They reared a famlily
ren, three
eldest, Dr. wW. H. Evans,
| ticed medicine for man

Florida, whe
| Mayor of the city for

Jones, who at pres
with their mother.
He and |nine grimd
gourteen | great grand-children,
was théjany preserved in hea

R )

'

"" &
e

-n."ia

e oo .-.-'Is )gn ofeeds- eg

child,
older than

her oldest hr_other was
she, and she has two

year 1836 §
avid 8. Evans, who practiced

160th reg-

of five child-|
of whom are living. 'The
who pracs
y years at Bos-
and now lives at Sanford, |
re he has, been elected
the fifth term,
ans and Mrs. Henry
sent make their home
Mrs, Evans bas

-children llving  BIx
She is remark-
1th of mind and

Ind.,

0.'D. Bv

and

‘Joaiah Feasel, Mra, Carrie Scarce, Mrs.

DAY EVENING, JAN. 2

Mrs. Bvans hdnﬂ' the elev-

JOHN E. WOLFE,
EARLY MILLER,
DIES AT HOME

: John E. Wolfe, aged 7.3 yeé.t:s;‘a..
pioneer miller of Wayne county, d[edA
‘ at his home, on the Boston pike four

miles south of the city, Sunday after-

noon at 2 o'clock. * He had b
een in fails
ing ‘health for some time. f
One of the family of eleven children
of William and Mary Burton Wolfe,”
John E. Wolfe was born one mile east
of Elkhorn, May 30, 1843.. He spent
practically all his life in that neighbor-
hgod. He was a miller by tfadé and
was perhape lhe first' operator of 'a
roller process mill in Wayne county,
|He retired from active business se
eral years ago. ;
Belonged to Frlends Ch
The deceased wag a m o
i ember i
1()I'angc Friends church ‘from Gcfh;lhd? :
(l‘ti)q_ﬂ. He wag also a veteran of the!.
], vil war having enligted with the Ouo.
hundred and thirty-third Indiana T
fantry at the time of the rebellion. He
was especially: .well known in & the
gouthern part of the county.
Mr, Wolte leaves a widow, Mary E
cnor son, W. (. Wolfe, assistant t‘lvil
e)n_[,ine(r Richmond  division of the'
f“f;nn‘.;}l'lv%nia railroad; two daughters,
g. Herbext Rosg s, of Chica
A v 1 " : M
T\llrh, Lharles K. Kleman, re'ﬂdlnggat'
he home; one brother, Elza Wolfe, of A%
ouniain, Calo.; . four sisters, l\r‘[rs b

yihr

Sarah Stiggleman, Mrs.
vri;t an{d a grandson. .
e funeral” will.- be held fr
Orange I n,n_nde- chureh T uosda.glg.fg;r )
noon at 2 o’clock. The Revs. Hinckle
and Davenport will .officiate, Bu.ri 1
will be in Elkhorn CF[HPEG‘I'}" : :

Mary Good.

99

much older than she [§88

leventh cbild, pnd ber brother, Wit | pody, and 1s yet engaged In many of

sortd who still lives imme-|

active duties of life.
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