
 



 



 





 





 





 





 





 



 





 





- The Big Horn National Forest-  

…has an incredible diversity of recreational opportunities for everyone – young and old, very active or more sightseeing-

oriented, in all four seasons. In the summer, the wildflowers, abundance of wildlife, scenic vistas and snow-capped 

mountains are an incredible combination. Day hikers and backpackers will find an abundance of trails that vary from 

moderate to very strenuous and can be tailored for the perfect trip. If you’d rather be transported to a gorgeous 

location, there are many trails for horseback use, especially handy for the Cloud Peak Wilderness Area, a completely 

non-motorized area. ATV and motorcycle use is available on trails authorized for motorized vehicle use. A Bighorn 

National Forest map is handy to check which trails are specified as motorized as well as outlining other regulations. 

There are incredible fishing opportunities in the Bighorn National Forest, from high country lakes to fast-running 

streams. Several species of trout are found in abundance and there are several Forest locations that welcome boats. 

There are more than 60 developed areas in the Forest for camping including family campgrounds, picnic areas and rental 

cabins. Fall is prime hunting season for big game like elk, moose, deer, Bighorn sheep and mountain goats as well as 

upland game birds. Winter also presents an array of recreational choices. With some of the best dry powder snow in the 

country, the Bighorn National Forest is a destination for snowmobilers, cross-country and downhill skiers. Trails 

crisscross the Forest for snowmobiles and cross-country skiers, many groomed for use. A truly spectacular playground 

for all, the Bighorn National Forest is an incredible asset to Northeastern Wyoming. 

- BIG HORN COUNTY – 

The sky’s the limit in beautiful Big Horn County. Recreation plays an important role in the lives of Big Horn County 

residents and visitors. Situated between the towering Bighorns to the east and the scenic Pryor Mountains to the north, 

this area offers limitless opportunities for outdoor recreationists. Big Horn County, en route to Yellowstone to the west 

or the Black Hills to the east, boasts a number of historical and archaeological sites. 

Situated in the northern portion of Big Horn County is the magnificent Bighorn Canyon National Recreational Area. 

Covering over 120,000 acres, the recreation area offers an abundance of activities for people of all ages, including 

boating, fishing, camping and swimming. The towering canyon walls offer an opportunity to capture spectacular scenery 

on film or to explore the hidden nooks and crannies in the canyon. The Yellowtail Wildlife Habitat, occupying 10,000 

acres of public hunting land, provides a designated feeding area for Wyoming game birds and waterfowl, and also 

creates an exceptional recreational facility for outdoor sportsmen. The facility, managed by the Wyoming Game and Fish 

Department, accommodates primarily upland game birds and waterfowl. 

Unique to Big Horn County is the first national wild horse refuge. The Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range, stretching over 

40,000 acres, provides a peek at the untamed, natural beauty of the wild mustang, once free-roaming in this territory. 

The area, administered by the Bureau of Land Management, is home to almost 200 wild horses and is accessible by four-

wheel drive vehicles only. History enthusiasts will enjoy visiting the local historic ranches: the M-L Ranch, the original 

settlement of Lovell, and the Lockhart Ranch, home of the famous pioneer newspaperwoman, Caroline Lockhart. 

The archaeology associated with Big Horn County is known throughout the world. The mystifying Medicine Wheel, origin 

unknown, is located high in the Bighorn Mountains. Bad Pass Trail, marked by stone cairns, was once used by primitive 

Indians as a path to reach the great buffalo hunting grounds. It reaches into both northern Wyoming and southern 

Montana, near Lovell. 

Big Horn County is home to three breathtaking waterfalls: Bucking Mule Falls, Porcupine Falls and Shell Falls. Shell Falls 

and its interpretive center are located right on U.S. Highway 14. 

 



 



 


