Favor:  A Brief History

The history of Favor and the original resident Barefoot family is inextricably linked to that of the adjacent formerly McLellan-owned Oakland property.  

“Cut out” from the once 600-acre strong Oakland estate at the end of the 1800’s, the 30-acre Favor’s rich history is one that includes the turn-of-the century establishment of timberlands production and lumber sales, followed by the operation of a general store which morphed into a gas and tire station, and finally as a terminal enterprise for the growing of tomatoes from seed for emerging truck market sales in the Washington, DC area.

Along the way, the Barefoot family married into the McLellan family, resulting in the emergence of today’s family who continue to reside at Oakland and beyond.

Noteworthy highlights include the sales and delivery of timber for the foundation structure of the US Pentagon, an early rural post office and among the earliest telephones, an ice pit behind the store, a much-ballihooed early Delco electric generating plant for on-site electricity, the sale of finished goods shipped from Baltimore by steamship, and the 2nd largest safe in King & Queen County at the time. Originally, Route 620 Powcan Road passed through the property in front of the store.

Born at Favor along with her brother Berkely, family historian Gwen Barefoot Litchfield of Oakland boasts not only a vibrant living history of Favor, but also is in her own right a regionally renowned artist; among her many pen and ink sketches and watercolor paintings, Ms. Litchfield has produced splendid water color pictures of both the old general store and the old family barn. (Prints of both are on display in the Favor house.)
Favor passed from the Barefoot family in 1999 when the property was purchased by Billy and Sally Mills, who have resided until the present time with their children Jacob and Elizabeth, operating various small-farm and hobby enterprises during their tenure that included the growing and delivery for sale of shiitake mushrooms, blueberries, vegetables, and farm-grown honey.

