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Christmas
7 decorations give the
courthouse square 2
festive mood in
vibrant downtown
Waverly, Tenn.
(SANFORD MYERS /
THE TENHESSEAN)

Sunday, 12/23/07

Small, thriving Waverly hints at
next frontier

If Nashville area mimics Atlanta, 3 boom lies ahead

By LEON ALLIGOOD
Staff Writer

WAVERLY, Tenn. | From the top of Fort Hill you can't see forever;
whole town. But the view from the Civil War historic site offers a typicel cross section of
Waverly: quiet, shaded streets and middle-ciass homes, many adorned with strings of

Christmas lights.

The vista has remained largely unchanged
for decades, a tableau of smali-town
Tennessee. This view is misieading. Changes

are oceurring, just not at the meteoric pace of suburban Nashville.
Waverly’s growth has been incremental over the last 40 years.

“I wouldn't say a tremendous growth, Just a good steady growth,” said Jaycee Rawlings, county
executive. "It's not directly related to Nashville, but even being as close as we are, that helps ©©
some degree. Basically, I think that people just find us and like us.”

Downtown Waverly is as vibrant as it has been in years. Only a few stores are empty. And
Waverly's two movie theaters ¢ yes, two { still draw crowds. WalMart opened  new
Supercenter a few years ago on the bypass, creating  new retail hub a mile of 50 as the aow
flies from the courthouse square.

“& fot's going on, i's just more than you think it is,” said Mike Rexer, co-omner of tie Mi-De-Ga
Theater and the Valley Drive~in, with his brother, Gary. *We're not the sleepy village that we.
used to be."”

If the Atfanta area’s pattem is repeated in Middie Tennessee, things will speed up, and a whole

o

Farretta Damesworth rinses the razor blade

new Waverly could emerge within 30 years. she's using to shave Richard Garber at her
That's what concerns Flexer and other residents. They want progress and jobs, but not at the barbershop. "We want it to be the Waveriy we
expense of small-town peace and quiet. remember as a kid, just bigger, with more
“We want it to be the Waverly we remember as a kid, just bigger, with more opportunities,” opportunities,” Damesworth says. (SANFORD

noted Ferretta Damesworth, who cuts hair at the barbershop her father started. MYERS / THE TENNESSEAN)

Residents of the town (2000 Census data indicates about 80% of the town's 4,200 citizens have
lived there 12 or more years) and Humphreys County (population of 17,929} know what they
Tike about their part of the worid: neighboriiness, an unhusried lifestyle and minimal crime.

They are unsure how growth would affect the alchemy that yields these attributes.

“We just want Waverly to always be Waverly,” professed LeeAnn Snyder, 28, owner of The
Coffee Cabinet, a new java joint where customers can also enjoy scoops of gelato.

The town is outside the arbit of Nashville's expansion for the momert, but with the widening of
Highway 13 from Interstate 40 to downtown, and with the bounty of three rivers, including
about 60 miles of shoreline on the Tennessee River, Waverly and Humphreys County are poised
o attract newcomers.

Will growth change the community ethes, disturbing Waverly's charm as a courthouse square  Waverly lies in a Humphreys County valley,
about 60 miles west of Nashville. Growth is

town?

e e inevitable, but how much I and how much is
WhagiFthe g noity desired § Is in dispute, (SANFORD MYERS /
Answers? Well, they come in all kinds of flavors, just like Snyder’s gelato. FILE / THE TENNESSEAN)

Flee city for small town

Across rural America, smaif towns like Waverly are being rediscovered. Migration from urban
centers is iow “the engine of demographic change in rural areas,” according to Kenneth
Johnson of Loyola University in Chicago.

Between 1990 and 2000, about 71% of rural counties in the country gained population. "Nearly
two-thirds of this population gain, 2.7 million peopie, was due to migration,” Johnson noted in a
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“Most of the rural migration gain resuits from domestic migration with more people moving
from cities to rural areas than vice versa,” the professor added.

That has been refiected in the growth patterns of the Atlanta area, where people have ventured
far beyond the limits of conventional suburbs as the city has expanded. Those sesking to
anticipate what the Nashville region might expect within the next few decades see parailels to
Waverly in Georgia, fike Dahionega, the county seat of Lumpkin County, located in the
‘mountains about 70 miles north of Atlanta. Waverly is about 60 miles west of Nashville.

"We are one of the few town squares in this area and every store is filled,” said Gary Powers,

CEQ of the Chamber of Commerce in Dahionega.

Since 1977, Lumpkin County's population has grown 136%, from siightly more than 10,000 to

more than 25,462. Fueling that growth has been the proximity to Atlanta via a four-lane

expressway, and the lure of the county's natural beauty. Today, some residents maintain

vacation homes in gated subdivisions here. Other newcomers are telecommuters eager to exit

Georgia's congested capital city.

“We have grown a great deal, but our people understood early on that we've got to try and

control the growth,” Powers said, explaining that Dahlonega hoped to avoid strip deveiopment i .

but would like to see a Kroger and several boutique hotels. residents wonder if the better road will bring
N . too much change too fast. (SANFORD MYERS /

"We don't want to lose the charm. People are so friendly here. THE TENNESSEAN)

Outsiders come to Dahlonega for the mountains, but they stay because of the peopie, fie said.

You'll hear the same sorts of statements in Waverly.

“Every day I can't wait to get back here," said Jerry Collins, 2 Memphis native who works for an

insurarice company in Nashville but lives in Waverly. His commute is about 144 miles round

trip.

“1f you drive down these country roads, everybody waves at you. You wave back. Everybody's

polite,” he said. "In the city you don't get this."

Highway 13, Waverly's fink with Interstate 40
to the south, is being widened. Some

Moving to Mayberry
1t was a busy Friday moming at the Waverly Cafe and co-owner Janie Tomiinson was handling it
all at the counter, taking orders and bussing tables. The local AM station, WQMV, broadcasts an

interview show each week fram the cafe. Today's subject: a pitch for membership in Air Evac, a |
subscription medical helicopter service that has a crew based in Waverly. I

Betwean the radio show and her regulars coming in for 2 joit of coffee, Tomlinson, 2 rounc- B )
faced woman with reddish-brown hair that hangs in thick bangs, was a moving target. Some look to Atlanta-area boom towns like

- i Dahlonega, Ga. ii it grew 136% in 30 rs i
She has been living in Waverly for three years. The cafe opened about a year and 2 haif agn. m‘pmm‘w ;“;r;-'y'.s phogiadis Py

"I know your next question,” Tomiinson said, flashing 2 grin. "What am I doing in Waverly, (OF JACK ANTHONY)
Tennessee?"

She grew up in 2 small town in northern Florida. A career in retail management placed her in RELATED PHOTOGALLERIES:
assignments in New Jersey, Washington, Texas and Georgia. About four years ago Tomlinson .« oaar oemits
was living in Atianta, working for Barnes and Noble, when she visited friends in Waveriy.

One iaok at the town square and Tomlinson was smitten.
“I just sort of fell in love with the little town,” she said.

So much that three years ago she chucked the corporate world for the opportunity to be hier
own boss in 2 small town.

"My dream job had always been to open up a business on a square. Basically, I wanted to move
to Mayberry and open up a business,” she said.

When the location on Main Street across from the Humphreys County Courthouse became
available, Tomifinson and her Waverly friend decided tc take the plunge.

Waverly's slow, steady growith began in the late 1940s, when the Tennessee Valley Authority
opened an electricity-generating plant at nearby New Johnsonville, followed by the opening of a
DuPont manufacturing facility, also on the Tennessee River. The two concerns remain the
iargest employers in Humphreys County.

Because of them, the county's transfer from agrarian to industrial occurred at a faster pace than
simifarly rural Tennessee counties. In 1940, more than seven out of 10 workers in Humphreys
County labored on farms or in the timber industry, according to census data. By 2000, less than
one out of 10 workers eamed their pay from farming or logging. This is a refiection of what's
fappening nationally, where the proportion of the rural fabor force employed in menufacturing
is more than thet of trban focales.

“Difficult line to walk' - - -

Waverly's growth T as measured by population, housing starts and new businesses | is
expected to increase in the next 20 to 30 years, locals agreed. The Census predicts a moderate
population increase for the county in the next decade.

There's less agreement on how much growth is likely, or desirable.

Pastor Richard Hughes and his wife, Marcia, want the future Waverly to maintain its charm anc
quaintness, but still have more shopping opportunities.

"Twenty years from now I see Waverly as being more of an antique malf type town. I see lots
of unique shops,” she said. Hopefully, one of them will be a store that carries sewing thread.

*I can only buy it now at WalMart.”

Her Presbyterian minister husband wants another grocery store, or two, but understands Publix
or Kroger are not going to build if the popuiation doesn't grow, leaving Wal-Mart as the top
grocer.

httn://mail realtracs? com/mail/viewaction htm1?2id=d699¢e4393853ee864366004b74755 . 12/31/2007




[image: image3.jpg]Emailing: Small, thriving Waverly hints at next frontier - Nashvi

“It's a difficult line to walk. T guess it would be nice to be larger, in the sense of facilities, but
don't want Waverly to become like other towns,” he said

More to the point, the pastor doesn't want the expiosive growth of Dickson, one county closer
Nashville and three times the size of Waverly, to spread west. From 1990 to 2008, Dickson's
population increased about 49 percent, to Waverly's 7 percent.

It's a refrain expressed often.

Vernon Costello, standing outside the Mi-De-Ga Theater (pronounced ‘my-Gee-gay"), said he
often considers the future of his hometown and has no fear of change. “We don't worry about
being a Murfreesboro or a Franklin,” the sheet metal worker said. "What we worry about is
becoming like Dickson. Too much growth, too fast.”

At the Waverly Cafe, that's Janie Toralinson's fear, too.

“My fear would be that it would get too big and lose its charm. I think one of the things that's
smost rewarding about what we do is who you get to meet and really feeling fike a part of the
community and having something to contribute,” the former Atlantan said when interviewed |
summer.

Almost on cue, county historian and commissioner Reed Dreaden, a DuPont retiree, came in
drop off a flat of homegrown tomatoes for her.

“It's what I'm talking about,” she said.

Blue Creek memories
TVA retiree Danny Lee, 56, said it wotild suit him if Waverly was caught in a time warp and
never changed.

"But T know it will,” he said, as he relaxed with his sons Hunter, 11, and Fisher, 9, in the cool
water of Blue Creek on a muggy afternoon this past July.

Lee returned to Waverly, his hometown, in 1995. After marTying at 43, he had lived in Dicksc
but found the commute too expensive.

"We just live two miles from the court square and we've got three ponds they can fish in and
deer In the front yard," said Lee, who noted the naming of his boys was indicative of his
raciivity for outdear purEUlte.

Lee pointed toward Highway 13, just a few hundred yards away. From the square South tow2
Interstate 40, growling earth-moving machines were making way for a wider highway.
“What that means for Waverly I don't know. Mavbe more people will discover us, but then I
think, you know, how much bigger do we need to be? Will we be better for being bigger?®

He was silent for a moment, letting his thoughts bob down the rippling water.
Tien Le ddued. “ATL T kiuw s Uiat T hope oy kids get to bring their kids to Blue Creek.”
“Write us a good little arficle,” he admonished. "Just don‘t make us too popuiar.”

Tennessean.com and its related sites are pleased to be able to offer its users the opportunit
to make comments and hold conversations online. However, the interactive nature of the
Interet makes it impracticable for our staff to monitor each and every posting. Since
Tennessean.com does not control user submitted statements, we cannot promise that
readers will not accasionally find offensive or inaccurate comments posted on our Web site.
In addition, we remind anyone interested in making an online comment that responsibility
for statements posted lies with the person submitting the comment, not Tennessean.com o
its related sites.
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