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SITE	DESCRIPTION	
	

On	August	15,	2019	Acre	Environmental	Consulting,	LLC	visited	the	approximate	2.36-acre	site	
(three	 parcels	 with	 no	 current	 address)	 located	 east	 of	 16060	 76th	 Place	 NE	 in	 the	 City	 of	
Kenmore,	Washington.	 The	 site	 is	 further	 located	 as	 a	 portion	 of	 Section	 13,	 Township	 26N,	
Range	4E,	W.M.	The	purpose	of	this	site	visit	was	to	locate	and	assess	regulated	critical	areas	on	
and	adjacent	to	the	subject	site.	Surrounding	land	use	is	comprised	of	single-family	residential	
development.		
	
This	 undeveloped	 property	 is	 comprised	 of	 forest	 with	 a	 north	 and	 east	 aspect.	 Typical	
vegetation	 across	 the	 site	 is	 represented	 by	 a	 canopy	 of	 red	 alder	 (Alnus	 rubra,	 Fac),	 black	
cottonwood	 (Populus	 balsamifera,	 Fac),	 and	 big	 leaf	maple	 (Acer	macrophyllum,	 FacU),	 with	
Himalayan	blackberry	 (Rubus	armeniacus,	Fac),	 salmonberry	 (Rubus	spectabilis,	Fac),	hazelnut	
(Corylus	 cornuta,	 FacU),	 sword	 fern	 (Polystichum	munitum,	 FacU),	 dewberry	 (Rubus	 ursinus,	
FacU),	 reed	 canarygrass	 (Phalaris	 arundinacea,	 FacW),	 and	 creeping	 buttercup	 (Ranunculus	
repens,	Fac),	in	the	understory.	Typical	soils	in	the	non-wetland	portions	of	the	property	have	a	
Munsell	color	of	dark	brown	(10YR	3/3)	with	a	texture	of	sandy	loam	from	0	to	18	inches	below	
the	surface.	Soils	in	the	non-wetland	areas	were	dry	throughout	the	profile	during	our	August	
15,	2019	site	visit.		
	
A	Category	II	wetland	and	an	associated	Type	F	stream	are	located	on	the	subject	property	and	
extend	 off-site	 to	 the	 north	 and	 east.	 In	 the	 City	 of	 Kenmore,	 Category	 II	 wetlands	 with	
moderate	habitat	scores	(6-7points),	receive	a	110-foot	buffers	measured	from	the	delineated	
edge.	Type	F	waters	used	by	or	containing	habitat	suitable	 for	salmonid	 fish	receive	100-foot	
protective	buffers	measured	horizontally	in	a	landward	direction	from	the	delineated	ordinary	
high	water	mark	(OHWM).	In	instances	where	two	or	more	buffers	overlap,	the	more	restrictive	
shall	apply.		
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WETLAND	AND	STREAM	CLASSIFICATION	
	
The	methods	used	for	assessing	the	project	area	for	wetlands	and	streams	are	consistent	with	
current	 Federal,	 State,	 and	City	of	Kenmore	 requirements.	Acre	Environmental	Consulting,	LLC	
used	 the	 routine	 methodologies	 described	 in	 the	 U.S.	 Army	 Corps	 of	 Engineers	 Wetland	
Delineation	 Manual	 produced	 in	 1987	 and	 the	 U.S.	 Army	 Corps	 of	 Engineers	 Regional	
Supplement	 to	 the	 Corps	 of	 Engineers	 Wetland	 Delineation	 Manual:	 Western	 Mountains,	
Valleys,	and	Coast	Region	produced	in	May	2010.	
	
The	on-site	wetlands	and	stream	were	classified	according	to	the	U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service	
(USFWS)	 Cowardin	 system	 Classification	 of	Wetlands	 and	 Deepwater	 Habitats	 of	 the	 United	
States	(Cowardin	et	al.,	1979)	and	rated,	by	categories	according	to	the	City	of	Kenmore	Critical	
Areas	Ordinance,	Chapter	18.55	(Critical	Areas).	Buffers	are	also	determined	by	this	chapter.		
	
Wetland	A	
	
HGM	Class:	Slope	
Cowardin:	Palustrine,	Forested	wetland,	Broad-leaved	Deciduous,	Seasonally	Flooded	
/Saturated	(PFO1E)	
Ecology	Rating:	Category	III	
City	of	Kenmore	Rating:	Category	II,	110’	Buffer	
	
Wetland	A	is	located	in	the	north	and	eastern	portions	of	the	property	and	drains	to	Stream	A.	
This	 hydrogeomorphic	 (HGM)	 class	 slope	 wetland	 received	 a	 total	 score	 for	 functions	 of	 18	
points	(6	points	for	Water	Quality	Functions,	5	points	for	Hydrologic	Functions,	and	7	points	for	
Habitat	 Functions)	 on	 the	DOE	Wetland	Rating	 Form	 for	Western	Washington:	 2014	Update.	
Wetlands	with	scores	between	16	and	19	points	 for	all	 functions	are	classified	as	Category	 III	
wetlands	per	KMC	18.55.300.	However,	per	KMC	18.55.300(B)(2),	wetlands	greater	 than	one-
acre	 in	 size	 are	 classified	 as	 Category	 II	 wetlands.	 As	 the	 subject	 wetland	 appears	 to	 be	
approximately	1.4	acres	in	size,	this	wetland	meets	the	criteria	for	a	Category	II	wetland.	In	the	
City	of	Kenmore,	Category	II	wetlands	with	moderate	habitat	scores	(6-7points),	receive	a	110-
foot	buffers	measured	from	the	delineated	edge.	
	
Typical	vegetation	in	this	wetland	is	represented	by	a	canopy	of	red	alder	(Alnus	rubra,	Fac)	and	
Pacific	 willow	 (Salix	 lasiandra,	 FacW),	 with	 salmonberry	 (Rubus	 spectabilis,	 Fac),	 Himalayan	
blackberry	 (Rubus	armeniacus,	 Fac),	 reed	canarygrass	 (Phalaris	arundinacea,	 FacW),	 lady	 fern	
(Athyrium	 filix-femina,	Fac),	 creeping	buttercup	 (Ranunculus	 repens,	 Fac),	 and	 skunk	 cabbage	
(Lysichiton	 americanus,	 Obl),	 in	 the	 understory.	 Typical	 soils	 in	 this	 wetland	 have	 a	Munsell	
color	of	very	dark	gray	(10YR	3/1)	with	redoximorphic	features	of	yellowish	brown	(10YR	5/6),	
and	 a	 texture	 of	 silt	 loam	 from	0	 to	 18	 inches	 below	 the	 surface.	 Soils	 in	 this	wetland	were	
saturated	at	14	inches	below	the	surface	during	our	August	2019	site	visit.	 
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Stream	A	–	Type	F	
	
Cowardin:	Riverine,	Upper	Perennial,	Unconsolidated	Bottom,	Cobble-Gravel,	(R3UB1)	
City	of	Kenmore	Rating:	Type	F	stream,	100’	Buffer	
	
This	perennial	 stream	flows	north	along	the	eastern	border	of	 the	subject	site	and	off-site	 to	
the	north.	This	stream	is	depicted	on	the	Kenmore	Critical	Areas	Streams	and	Wetlands	Map	as	
a	 Type	 2	 stream	 (Type	 F	 under	 the	 current	 Code).	 The	 Salmonscape	maps	 produced	 by	 the	
Washington	 Department	 of	 Fish	 and	Wildlife	 (WDFW)	 and	 the	 King	 County	 iMap	 depict	 this	
stream	but	do	not	show	salmonid	use.	However,	the	WDFW	maps	do	not	show	any	fish	blocks	
between	the	subject	site	and	the	Sammamish	River.	In	the	City	of	Kenmore,	Type	F	waters	used	
by	or	containing	habitat	suitable	for	salmonid	fish	receive	100-foot	protective	buffers.		
	
	

BUILDING	SETBACKS	
	
Pursuant	 to	 KMC	 18.55.270,	 unless	 otherwise	 provided	 in	 this	 Chapter	 or	 in	 Title	 16	 KMC	
(Shoreline	Management),	buildings	and	other	structures	shall	be	set	back	a	distance	of	15	feet	
from	the	edges	of	all	critical	area	buffers	or	the	the	edges	of	all	critical	areas,	if	no	buffers	are	
required.	Structures	that	may	extend	into	or	be	located	in	the	required	setback	are	listed	in	KMC	
18.30.230.		
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TERMS	&	CONDITIONS	
	

The	environmental	consulting	work	conducted,	including	this	Wetland	&	Stream	Determination	
Report	 (collectively	 the	 “Services”)	 is	 supplied	 to	 Nhu	 Finney	 (the	 “Client”)	 as	 a	 means	 of	
determining	whether	any	wetlands,	streams,	and/or	fish	and	wildlife	habitats	regulated	by	the	
City	 of	 Kenmore	 Critical	 Areas	 Regulations	 exist	 on,	 or	 adjacent	 to	 the	 site.	 The	 Services	 are	
provided	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	 following	 General	 Terms	 and	 Conditions	 (the	 “Terms”).	 In	
accepting	 the	 Services	 provided	 by	 Acre	 Environmental	 Consulting,	 LLC	 (“Acre”),	 the	 Client	
voluntarily	enters	into	and	agrees	to	the	binding	effect	of	the	following	Terms.	
	
This	 report	 is	 intended	 to	 provide	 information	 deemed	 relevant	 in	 the	 Client's	 attempt	 to	
comply	with	the	regulations	currently	in	effect.	The	work	for	this	report	has	conformed	to	the	
standard	 of	 care	 employed	 by	 professional	 ecologists	 in	 the	 Pacific	 Northwest.	 All	 other	
representations	or	warranties,	whether	express	or	 implied,	are	hereby	disclaimed	concerning	
the	work	or	this	report.	This	report	is	based	largely	on	readily	observable	conditions	and,	to	a	
lesser	 extent,	 on	 readily	 ascertainable	 conditions.	 No	 attempt	 has	 been	made	 to	 determine	
hidden	or	concealed	conditions.	 If	such	conditions	exist	or	arise,	the	information	contained	in	
this	report	may	be	rendered	inaccurate	or	incomplete	based	upon	those	conditions.	Acre	acts	
solely	as	an	independent	contractor	in	providing	the	Services	to	the	Client,	and	nothing	in	the	
provision	of	such	Services	shall	be	construed	as	creating	an	agency,	partnership,	 joint	venture	
or	other	similar	legal	relationship	between	Acre	and	the	Client.	
 
Please	note	that	Acre	did	not	provide	detailed	analyses	of	other	permitting	requirements	not	
discussed	in	this	report	(i.e.,	structural,	drainage,	geotechnical,	or	engineering	requirements).	
 
The	laws	applicable	to	Critical	Areas	are	subject	to	varying	interpretations.	While	Acre	observed	
professional	 industry	standards	when	completing	this	review,	the	 information	 included	 in	this	
report	 does	 not	 guarantee	 approval	 by	 any	 federal,	 state,	 and/or	 local	 permitting	 agencies.	
Therefore,	all	work	on	 this	property	 should	not	 commence	until	permits	have	been	obtained	
from	all	applicable	agencies.		If	there	are	any	questions	regarding	this	report,	please	contact	me	
at	206.450.7746.		
	
Acre	Environmental	Consulting,	LLC.	

	 	
Louis	Emenhiser	 	
Principal	Wetland	Ecologist	
Professional	Wetland	Scientist	#1680	
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NOTES: This map is approximate based on aerial photographs and site reconnaissance.
This does not represent a wetland or stream delineation. If any questions arise regarding
this map, please contact Acre Environmental  Consulting. 
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RATING ANSWERS FOR WETLAND A

S1.3 Dense, uncut herbaceous plants > 1/2 of the wetland area.

S4.1 Dense, uncut, rigid plants cover < 90% of the area of the 
wetland.

S2.1 & S5.1 Approximately 26% of the area within 150' of the 
uphill side of Wetland A is in land use that generates pollutants 
and excess runoff.

H1.1 & H1.4 The wetland contains scrub-shrub and forested 
vegetation. The forested class has 3 out of 5 strata that each 
cover 20% within the forested polygon; and low interspersion.

H1.2 The wetland contains saturated only, and permanently 
flowing stream, hydroperiods. 
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S3.1 The subject wetland drains directly (within 1 mile) of the Sammamish River listed on the 303(d) list.

S3.2 The subject wetland is located in a basin or sub-basin with an aquatic resource listed on the 303(d) list.
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S3.3 Based on the Department of Ecology's TMDL Boundaries webpage, no TMDL's have been identified for Lake 
Washington or the Sammamish River Basin in which this wetland rating unit is found.
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