
 
November 21, 2018 
          AOA-5820 
Blake Hoefer 
15024 – 66th Ct. NE 
Kenmore, WA 98028 
 
 
SUBJECT: Critical Areas Designation (CADS18-0398) 

Parcel 342107-9044, King County, WA 
 
 
Dear Blake:    
 
On November 6, 2018 AOA conducted a wetland and stream reconnaissance on the 
undeveloped and mostly forested subject property utilizing the methodology outlined 
in the May 2010 Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland 
Delineation Manual:  Western Mountains, Valleys, and Coast Region (Version 2.0).   
 
One stream (Stream 1) and one wetland mosaic (Wetland A) were identified in the 
northeastern portion of the property during the field investigation.  Wetland A consists 
of a Slope Hydrogeomorphic (HGM) class wetland that drains down from east to west 
into Stream1, which drains from south to north in a small channel located along the 
east side of an old logging road that provided historic access to the site.  The western 
side of the ordinary high water (OHW) of Stream 1 was delineated during the field 
investigation with pink flagging labelled OHW 1-1 through OHW 1-15 (Attachment A). 
 
Hydrologic support to Wetland A and Stream 1 is from groundwater seepage on the 
hillside.  Runoff within the stream drains north under East Lake Walker Dr. SE and 
eventually enters Lake Walker.  Vegetation within the Wetland A mosaic consisted of 
a forested and scrub-shrub plant community that was dominated by red alder (Alnus 
rubra) and salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis).  Vegetation within the remainder of the 
site consisted primarily of a mixed upland forest that included western red cedar 
(Thuja plicata), big-leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum), red alder, western hemlock 
(Tsuga heterophylla), salmonberry, vine maple (Acer circinatum), devil’s club 
(Oplopanax horridus), red elderberry (Sambucus racemosa), and sword fern 
(Polystichum munitum). 
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Stream 1 meets the criteria for a Type N Aquatic Area and requires a standard 65-
foot buffer plus 15-foot building setback from the OHW of the stream.  Wetland A 
meets the criteria for a Category III wetland with 19 Habitat Points (Attachment B).  
Category III wetlands with 19 Habitat Points require a standard 60-foot buffer plus 
15-foot building setback from the wetland edge.  Since the wetland is located entirely 
to the east of the stream in the vicinity of the existing old access road, the stream 
buffer would be more restrictive in this area. 
 
The approximate location of the delineated OHW of Stream 1 and the undelineated 
Wetland A mosaic is depicted on the attached sketch for the Critical Areas Designation 
(CAD).  It is my recommendation that as part of any permit submittal to the King County 
Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) that the wetland 
boundary be delineated if necessary and the wetland and stream be surveyed. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the CAD, please give me a call. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ALTMANN OLIVER ASSOCIATES, LLC 
 

 
 
John Altmann 
Ecologist 
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Pictometry, King County, King County ±0 90 180 270 36045
US Feet

Subject Property Parcel: 3421079044

Approximate OHW Mark for Stream 1 Type N

Approximate Wetland A Cat. III (Mosaic)

Approximate 15' Building Setback for Stream 1 Buffer

Approximate 65' Buffer for Stream 1

Approximate 15' Building Setback for Wetland A Buffer

Approximate 60' Buffer for Wetland A
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OHW 1-15
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