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WQ Kansas bowhunter’s eighth record book deer,
best yet, wasn’t afraid to come into the light.

By Dennis Dahlke

where the neighbors share my de-

I am very fortunate to own property
sire to harvest only mature bucks.

. The practice is obviously working,
. since a dozen great whitetails were
taken within a 2-mile radius of my 160
acres last year.
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At least three shooters roamed my
land in 2015, and | was fortunate to
arrow one of the most shy.

| retrieved only a few trail camera
photographs of the buck | wound
up taking, and most of those were a
year old — from the second rut in late
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December 2014. This deer managed
to steer clear of cameras before then,
and itdidn’t step backin front of a lens
until Oct. 25, 2015.

It had grown considerably.

Within five days of its sudden reap-
pearance, the buck was consistently
showing up in the mornings and a
few times at night. | decided to hunt
that spot for the first time on Nov. 1.
The deer had passed through there
several times as late as 10:30 a.m.

I was in my stand long before day-
break, prepared to stay aloft until
11:00. The morning got off to a slow
start. | saw only two does and a spike
by 9:30. At 10:00, however, the buck

. came in downwind of me, very re-

laxed and browsing.

basket case. But | had time to calm
down and to turn on my camera.

BTR SCORESHEET

TAKEN BY: DENNIS DAHLKE

DATE: 11/1/15

PLACE: LINN CO., KS

HARVESTED WITH: COMPOUND BOW
ANTLER CLASSIFICATION: TYPICAL
SCORER(S): JERRY D. SMITH

T

RIGHT  LEFT
TOTAL POINTS PER ANTLER 7 6
NO. OF IRREGULAR POINTS 2 1
TOTAL IRREGULAR INCHES 31/8 | 11/8
LENGTH OF MAIN BEAMS 272/8 | 27 4/8
LENGTH OF 1ST POINT 67/8 | 65/8
LENGTH OF 2ND POINT 94/8 | 105/8
LENGTH OF 3RD POINT 107/8 | 106/8
LENGTH OF 4TH POINT 84/8 | 51/8
LENGTH OF 5TH POINT 3 -
LENGTH OF &TH POINT - =
LENGTH OF 7TH POINT 2 2
1ST CIRCUMFERENCE (C1) 56/8 | 55/8
2ND CRCUMFERENCE (C2) 5 | 4a7/8
3RD CIRCUMFERENCE (C3) 54/8 | 44/8
4TH CRCUMFERENCE (C4) 4 | a3/8
| sCoperPERSDE 863/8 | 811/8
INSDE SPREAD 196/8
PERCENTAGE OF IRREGULARITY 25

COMPQ?SEEE;_;?«&% 187 2/8

When | first saw the deer, Il wasa
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The buck was soon at 23 yards,
and | shot it when it finally turned
broadside.

I originally felt the shot was great,
but when | reviewed the footage, |
was surprised to see I'd hit the deer
high and back. | was relieved when |
checked the bloody arrow 45 minutes
later and smelled no odor.

- Even so, | left the scene and went
. to show the footage to my hunting
. partner, Joe. By freezing frames, we

. deduced the arrow hit the liver and

. at least the far if not both lungs. We
- decided to wait seven hours before
- taking up the trail.

After looking hard and finding only

B one drop of blood, Joe and | had to

start all over again. The second time,
I discovered a blood trail that lasted
about 30 yards. While | followed it,
Joe checked out a thick spot we'd
missed.

When Joe returned, he said, “|
think I saw your buck walking into
the overgrown pasture,” which cov-
ers 30 acres. Rather than pursue it,
we stopped and made plans to return
about 11:00 the next morning.

There was no sign of the deer,
however.

Not knowing if the buck was
dead or alive, | decided to y:
wait a few more days and -
to monitor my cameras to
see if it would show. | also

ahriiar

called two neighbors, just in case they
ran across the deer.

I didn’t get any photographs of the
buck, and nobody reported seeing it.

On Saturday, Nov. 7, Joe and |
checked some new ground. We split
up, and | went toward a pond.

When | saw some crows flying up
from the ground, | waited for Joe to
join me, and then we headed for the
crows. The buck — or what remained
after the coyotes and other scaven-
gers had had their fill — was lying in

~= 1~ acreek bed, next to the water.

I will never know if the
buck Joe saw walking was
. this one, or if it traveled

(Continued) i

Dennis Dahlke of Bonner Springs, Kansas, would
rather go home empty-handed than affix his tag
to an adolescent buck, which is why he’s been
able to paper his wall with record book certifi-
cates. This is his eighth book deer.




straight to where we found it.

| called my neighbor, David, and left
a message that I'd found my buck. Joe
also sent him a picture. David texted
back and said: Shucks. That's the buck |
was going to hunt tomorrow morning.

He had just come in from out of
town.

Turns out, David had a history with
this whitetail. He'd hunted it in 2013
and 2014, and he had its sheds.

He came over, and we traded
sheds. | got the ones worn by my deer,
which looked to have grown about 20
inches a year.

He took home two sets of sheds
from a 9-year-old buck we called
Buckwinkle. We had both hunted
Buckwinkle in the past, and he was
last seen on David's property.

All the time and anxiety spent look-
ing for my deer would have been
avoided if I'd concentrated more on
where to put my arrow. But this is my
largest, and | feel blessed. L 4

Editor’s Note: This is Dennis
Dabhlke’s eighth and largest buck (by
composite score) to qualify for the BTR.
One appeared previously in Rack, and

Thls 13-pomter was the shyest of three whutetauls Dennis was targetmg another was featured in Buckmasters
in 2015. He arrowed it the first time he hunted the animal's favorite path. ~ Whitetail Magazine.
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TROPHY RECORDS
UPDATED Seventh Edition

e 14,300 whitetails
e 760 pages e 327 Photos

e See the top bucks in all
weapons categories: bows,
: e firearms, pickups and shed antlers
Rl e Special sections showcasing
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his hunt began three years ago in

east-central Kansas. It was late Sep- -

tember as I lay on a pond dam glass-
‘ing an oak ridge. At just about sundown,
I spotted a mature buck looking my way.
I put out a trail camera but failed to get
any shooter bucks on it.

The next year, in 2010, I got pictures
of an 11-pointer that I began to hunt in
early October. I had numerous photos
of him at different locations, but failed
to see him until mid-November, when
he presented a 20-yard shot. By then, he
had broken off his P1 and P2, so Ilet him
walk. I found one shed of his sheds in the

same area in early February, so I knew he
hadn’t been taken by another hunter.

I started working on that buck in early

July of last year. I put out mineral blocks,

protein pellets and cameras in five differ-

ent locations. I began getting pictures of
a shooter buck at three of them.

First I thought it was a different
buck. But after comparing photos and
the shed, I realized it was the same
deer, but with six additional points.

Since I was getting photos of him on
three cameras, I thought it would be easy
to take him. I began bowhunting in Sep-
tember and made sure to hunt during

BY DENNIS L.

DAHLKE

every cold front, always with the right
wind. He was showing up two or three
times a week at any of the three loca-
tions, most often during shooting light,
both mornings and evenings.

My favorite setup was best with a
north wind. I had hunted it many times,
yet by mid-October I still hadn’t seen the
buck. It was like he could read my mind
and knew not to show up when I was go-
ing to be there.

The weatherman predicted a north
wind again on Nov. 3,s0 1 headed back
to my favorite stand.

I started thinking

buck refused to
leave his core area.

www.huckmasters.com
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about leaving at about 6 p.m. I would
have done so, but the does were feeding
on acorns below me, and I didn’t want to
spook them.

1 continued to watch them and no-
ticed they kept looking back to the
edge of the field. I looked that way and
saw the 17-pointer working a scrape.

It was an anxious time, waiting to see
if the buck would come into bow range
before shooting light ran out. But it
wasn't long before he made his way into
one of my shooting lanes.

I placed my pin just behind his shoul-
der and let go. When the buck ran off,
1 noticed the arrow flopping high from
his opposite side. I decided to wait until
morning to look for him.

It was a long night, and I couldn’t
help wondering why I had shot so high.

The next morning, I decided to shoot
my bow before heading out after the
buck. I discovered a bit of rust on my
quiver bracket was causing a creaking

_noise when I shot.

I filmed the hunt, and after examining
the video in slow motion, I realized the
arrow went where it was supposed to,
but the buck dropped about 10 inches
before it hit.

Based on the video and the lack of a

— 4

blood trail, I concluded the buck was not
fatally hit — and that I had blown a per-
fect opportunity on an awesome buck.

My melancholy didn’t last long, how-
ever. Upon checking my trail cameras at
about 11 a.m., imagine my surprise to see
he had been at spot number two at 8:10
and 8:40 that very morning.

After several more hunts, I hadn’t
seen him or got any photos at my favor-
ite spot where I had taken the shot. He
continued to show up at the other two,
and he seemed no worse for wear.

The buck was back to his mind-read-
ing ways and never showed up while I
hunted my two other setups, so I figured
it was time to change things up. I opted
to hunt a fourth location I hadn’t visited
since early October. .

On Nov. 11, at about 6 a.m., he ap-
peared right in front of me like a ghost.

1 didn’t see -him coming in; he was.
just there.

I turned on the camera and waited
until he got nearly broadside. As I drew
my bow, he turned and looked right at
me. I got buck fever like never before
and pulled the shot high right, missing
completely.

The buck ran into the valley below me
and snorted as if to say, “That’s twice

Dennis Dahlke knew he had something special when this buck began showing up on his trail

ded

cameras in 2011. The buck had ad

6 points and lots of inches since 2010.

that you blew it!”

1 was totally beaten and left with zero
confidence. I began to question every-
thing about my-hunt preparations and
decided thefe would be no more coffee
before a hunt. I also practiced, working
on concentrating and on creating a slow,
step-by-step progression into a slow trig-
ger pull. T also decided I needed a new -
stand setup near location number two.
I spent two hours after a morning hunt
setting up a new stand.

The next day, my hunting partner,
Joe, starting getting his first photos of
the buck. It was much earlier than Joe
had gotten pictures the year before, and
I think the buck moved because I had
dirtied up the area setting up the new
treestand, not to mention shooting at
him twice.

I decided to try the new stand on the
morning of Nov. 18. It had been about
six days since I set it up, so I thought
things might have settled down.

The best movement in that area seems
to be between 7:15 and 8:435 a.m. Starting
about the usual time, I saw a 1¥2-year-old
buck, three does and a dozen turkeys,
but it was pretty dead by 8:30.

Then, about 40 yards through the tree
limbs, a mature buck walked into view,
stopped and stared toward my stand.
Don't move! Game On! I thought.

18 Buckmasters Whitetail Magazine [October 20121
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Dennis Dahlke says he believes he was
hunting this 17-pointer’s core area, which is
why he got several chances at it.

Several minutes later, he moved 10

| yards closer, still staring at me. Minutes
passed, and the buck turned and went
north and out of sight. I couldn’t tell if it

| was the 17-pointer because of the brush,

To see testimonials from hunters in your area go to:
whitetailinstitute.com /interact /testimonials

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENNIS L. DAHLKE

but it was a shooter all right.

That evening, I set up a ground blind
near spot number three along a trail
the buck used only occasionally. I fig-
ured-if he was being extra cautious, the
buck might start using some of the less-
worn trails.

Not long after settling into the blind,
a doe walked by with the 17-pointer in
tow. Although the video camera was on
the correct shooting lane, I opted not to
fool with turning it on. I needed to con-
centrate on the shot and stay calm.

This time, everything went as it should
and my arrow zipped through both lungs
and exited the far side!

Four hours later, Joe, who had left a
note that he had gone home, returned
to help track the buck through the ce-
dar thicket.

I let Joe take up the trail while I fol-
lowed with the video camera, drop-
ping pieces of toilet paper on each spot
of blood.

After about 60 yards, we found the
buck. He was huge, and I was thrilled to
see he hadn’t broken any tines.

I don’t think many people get three

chances at the same buck.

I am very fortunate and realize how
blessed I am to have experienced such an
amazing turn of events.

Looking back on all the clues, I be-
lieve I was hunting the buck’s core area,
which is why I got so many chances.

My neighbor had a few nighttime
photos of the buck, and Joe had only two
or three. Also, 98 percent of my photos
were in the daytime. Plus, even with all
the pressure I put on him, he remained
in the same general vicinity.

Every day and every hunt is a learn-
ing experience. I won't likely encounter
another mature buck that uses a 40-acre
area so exclusively, but if every buck was
the same, hunting wouldn’t be so fun.

I'will continue to put out cameras and
mineral blocks on the 320 acres I hunt
and try to go head to head with another
mature buck. Whether I get him or not, I
win every time.

Editor’s note: Dennis had his buck mea-
sured for the Buckmasters Trophy Re-
cords book, and its composite score, which
includes spread, was 180’ls inches. é

__If the answer is yes, then here’s
some proven advice for free.

The Whitetail Institute of North America has spent decades
researching and developing products specifically for the whitetait deer,
and we're willing to share our knowledge for free. Call us today and
we will send you our “Producing Trophy Whitetails™ DVD. and 7 Imperial
Whitetail sample seed packs, and all you pay:is shipping and handling.

Scan with your smart phone for even more information I8

FREE Trial Offer Call 1.300.688.3030

OFFER ONE only $ 9.85 (shippiog and basdfing)

Offer includes a 58 minute DVD “Producing Trophy Whitetails” and
samples of Imperial Clover, Chicory Plus, Winter-Greens, No-Plow,
Alfa-Rack Plus,Chic-Magnet, Double Cross (each sample plants 100 sq. ft)

OFFER TWO only $19.95
(shipying and hasdiing)

Same as Offer 1 PLUS : 30-06 Mineral (Slbs)
and Cutting Edge Supplement (5lbs) - M,

R i S e R P ————




e

BTR COMPOSITE

By Mike Handley

home empty-handed than affix
his tag to an adolescent buck,
which is why he's been able to paper
his wall with record book certificates.
Because he knows the bucks he
hunts in Kansas routinely pack on
another 20 or more inches of antlera
year, especially after they've reached
4 years of age, the man from Bonner
Springs passes up deer that would
make other bowhunters drool.
Today’s 160-incher can be next
year's 180, he reasons. And his
neighbor feels the same way.
Dennis often knows and sometimes

54

Dennis Dahlke would rather go

W@ Don’t be too quick to judge a buck from a photo.

nicknames the bucks roaming his land.
He and‘the adjacent landowner run
trail cameras. He also plants food plots,
walks the perimeter in search of buck
sign in the fall, and he scours the prop-
erty for shed antlers in the spring.

His resolve paid off in 2011 with
a 17-pointer, which he might never
have taken if he hadn’t allowed a
very handsome 12-pointer to keep
on trucking. The neighbor shot the
6x6, which scored in the 170s, the
following year.

Of course, that same resolve
meant Dennis didn’t notch his tags
in 2012 and 2013. But his dry spell

RACK @ AUGUST 2015

ended last year when he reconsid-
ered a deer after examining the
footage of it he'd filmed the previ-
ous day.

He knew the buck before that, too.

Dennis retrieved trail cam photos
of a 12-pointer in the summer of
2013. The following November, he
videoed it rubbing trees, making
a scrape and challenging a long-
beamed 8-pointer. By the time he
collected photos of the buck in hard
antler, it had broken off one of its P4s
and both brow tines.

He found the deer’s sheds on the
edge of a food plot on March 7, 2014.
After putting his hands on the ant-
lers, which looked much more im-
pressive in the summertime photos,

(Continued)

www.BUCKMASTERS.com
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e TAKEN BY: DENNIS DAHLKE

DATE: 10/31/14

PLACE: KANSAS

HARVESTED WITH: COMPOUND BOW
ANTLER CLASSIFICATION: TYPICAL
SCORER(S): JERRY D. SMITH
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ENCTH OF 7TH POINT - - v
75T CRCUMFERENCE (C 57/¢
2ND CIRCUMFEREN E (C2)
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do

when they were covered in velvet,
he decided to give it another year.
“My neighbor thought it was a
4';-year-old and would grow more,”
he said.
On Oct. 28, Dennis drove to his

. Dennis Dahlke knows a mature
| buck when he sees one, or at least
| he thought he did until this rascal
| fooled him on Halloween. Now the
! hunter from Bonner Springs, Kan-

sas doesn’t put quite as much stock

| in judging the age of whitetails

from trail camera photos.

property in eastern Kansas to check
his cameras and to walk the edges.

“In three days, it had gone from
no scrapes or rubs to several of both
around my food plot,” he said. “But
after checking my cameras, | had
gone from three mature bucks to
one: the 6x6. | believe it ran the other
two off, since its previous year’s rack
showed it was aggressive.”

Two days later, Dennis climbed
into a food plot stand he'd set up in
September. That was his first time to
hunt from it.

“At daybreak, several does came
in and began browsing close to me.
About 8:30, the 12-pointer appeared
on the other side of plot, about 70
yards away,” he said. “I videoed it
checking scrapes. It paid no atten-
tion to the does.

“The buck stayed on the other
side for about 20 minutes, and then
walked back into timber,” he added.

Dennis left his stand about 10
a.m., and he returned around 4:00.

The 12-pointer arrived at 5:30 and

RACK & AUGUST 2015

wound up feeding within 20 yards
of Dennis.

“| videoed it again for about 15
minutes before it left,” he said.

“After reviewing the footage that
night, | realized | might never see
that buck again, and that it was
much bigger than it looked in the
trail camera photos,” he continued.
“| wasn't able to contact my neigh-
bor, but | decided if opportunity
knocked again, | would answer.

“| returned to the same tree the
next morning. | saw the 12-pointer
browsing just before daybreak, but
it disappeared into the woods be-
fore shooting light,” he said.

About 9:00, a young buck chased
two does in the timber behind Den-
nis. About 15 minutes later, he saw the
familiar 12-pointer scent-checking the
area where the trio had do-si-doed.

- While it was walking away from
him, Dennis grunted. The deer cir-
cled back and was in the food plot
a few minutes later. After turning on
his camera, he concentrated on the
task at hand.

- “| took the quartering-away shot,
and it looked as if the arrow hit a
little high, though it might also have
pierced both lungs and clipped an
artery,” he said. “| was shocked when
the deer fell over after walking only
10 yards.”

It took its last breath within 40
yards of where Dennis found its 2013
sheds.

“As | approached the downed
buck, | immediately thanked it for its
sacrifice and the Lord for the provi-
sions,” he said.

“My first call was to Joe, my hunting
partner, who was eager to help me
photograph and load the buck. My
second call was to my neighbor. I told
him the buck had grown much more
than we had thought. His response
was, ‘Good job. You deserve it!’

“After | had the buck scored, we
measured the previous year’s sheds,”
he continued. “Estimating the worn-
down brow tines at 1 and 1% inches,
equating the broken P4 with the one
from the other side, and narrowing the
current spread by aninch, we came up
with 164 inches. That meant the deer
had packed on almost 19 inches from
one year to the next.” <

EDITOR’S NOTE: The 17-pointer
Dennis shot in 2011 was featured in
the October 2012 issue of Buckmas-
ters Whitetail Magazine.

www.BUCKMASTERS.com




